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National Animal Identification System Timeline

December 2003  Many cattle in the United States can be identified through one of several systems, but  
   there are no national standards for a single system.  On December 30, Agriculture  
   Secretary Ann M. Veneman announces that the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA)  
   will begin immediate implementation of a verifiable system of national animal 
   identification that will be uniform, consistent, and efficient across the country.  The 
   development of such a system has been underway for more than a year and a half, but  
   the detection of bovine spongiform encephalopathy (BSE) in a U.S. cow prompts USDA  
   to expedite the development of the technology infrastructure needed to implement the  
   system.  The BSE–positive cow was later determined to have been imported from  
   Canada.  (link to press release)
   ______________________________________________________________________

January 2004  Secretary Veneman appoints an identification working group comprised of experts from  
   industry and State and Federal Government agencies  to develop the implementation  
   framework for a National Animal Identification System (NAIS).
   ______________________________________________________________________
 
March 2004  On March 5, USDA representatives participate in a congressional field hearing in  
   Houston, TX, hosted by the House Agriculture Committee to discuss the animal 
   identification initiative.
   _____________________________________________________________________

April 2004  On April 24, Secretary Veneman transfers $18.8 million from the Commodity Credit  
   Corporation to USDA’s Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) to expedite  
   implementation of the NAIS and begin an outreach campaign.  (link to press release)
   _____________________________________________________________________

May 2004  USDA commissions SI International (Reston, VA) to perform an independent analysis of  
   information systems that are currently part of USDA–funded animal identification 
   projects around the country.

   From May 18 through 20, the National Institute for Animal Agriculture (NIAA) hosts  
   ID/INFO EXPO 2004, a conference and trade show, held in Chicago and devoted to the  
   subject of animal identification and information systems.  Many of the same experts that  
   comprise the USDA working group participate in the ID/INFO EXPO.  The show includes  
   reports from species and issues working groups including beef, dairy, bison, equine,  
   sheep, goat, and swine, as well as the markets/processors issues sector.
   _____________________________________________________________________

June 2004  On June 10, USDA announces that Bill Hawks, Under Secretary for Marketing and  
   Regulatory Programs, will hold a series of listening sessions across the country to 
   discuss the development, structure, and implementation of the NAIS.  Public comments  
   delivered during these sessions will be transcribed and posted to the APHIS Web site.  
   (link to press release)

 



    On June 16, USDA announces that it is accepting funding applications from State and  
    Tribal governments to support the initial implementation of NAIS.  Roughly $11.64 
   million from the April 24 setaside is made available for cooperators to focus on 
   registering premises.  They will also have the option of carrying out field trials or   
   research for administering animal identification and collecting animal movement data.   
   The remainder of the $18.8 million is reserved for building data infrastructure, 
   conducting outreach, and supporting staff salaries, training, travel, and supplies.  (link to  
   press release)

    On June 18, USDA holds its second listening session in Athens, GA.  (link to transcript)
    _____________________________________________________________________

July 2004  On July 1, USDA holds its third listening session in Prineville, OR.  (link to transcript)

    On July 9, USDA and the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services announce  
    additional actions being considered to further strengthen existing safeguards that 
    protect consumers against the agent that causes BSE.  An advance notice of proposed  
    rulemaking (ANPR) to be published on July 14 gives interested parties the opportunity  
    to comment on the regulatory and policy measures under consideration.  Among other  
    things, APHIS seeks comments on the implementation of the NAIS—when and under  
    what circumstances the program should move from voluntary to mandatory and which  
    species should be covered now and over the long term.  The comment period for this  
    section of the ANPR is scheduled to close on September 13, 2004.  (link to press  
    release)

    On July 10, USDA holds its fourth listening session in Lodi, CA.  (link to transcript)

    On July 16, USDA holds its fifth listening session in Socorro, NM.  (link to transcript)

    On July 19, APHIS announces that it has selected a standardized premises registration  
    system (SPRS) that States and Tribes can elect to use to assign nationally unique  
    Premises Identification Numbers to locations that hold, manage, or board animals.   
    APHIS plans to phase in the SPRS to ensure that any problems can be addressed  
    before the system becomes available nationwide.  States and Tribes can elect to use  
    other premises registration systems as long as these systems meet the national 
    standards.  (link to press release)

    On July 22, USDA representatives testify in a hearing on animal identification before the  
    House Agriculture Subcommittee on Livestock and Horticulture in Washington, DC.

    On July 23, USDA holds its sixth listening session in Pasco, WA.  (link to transcript)
     _____________________________________________________________________

August 2004  On August 5, USDA announces that it has selected 29 State and Tribal projects to  
    receive the $11.64 million to advance the NAIS initiative.  APHIS received more than 40  
    applications for the cooperative agreement funding and based its selections on specific  
    criteria.  (link to press release and State summaries)

    On August 10, USDA holds its seventh listening session in Greeley, CO.  (link to 
    transcript)
 
    On August 13, USDA holds its eighth listening session in Billings, MT.  (link to transcript)

    On August 17, USDA representatives participate in a field hearing in Fayetteville,  NC,  
    hosted by the House Agriculture Subcommittee on Livestock and Horticulture to discuss  
    the animal identification initiative.
 



    On August 18, USDA holds its ninth listening session in Reynoldsburg, OH.  (link to  
    transcript)

    On August 26, USDA holds its tenth listening session in Ames, IA.  (link to transcript)

    On August 27, USDA holds its eleventh listening session in Carthage, MO.  
    (link to transcript)

    On August 30, USDA holds its twelfth listening session in Appleton, WI.  
    (link to transcript)

    On August 31, USDA holds its thirteenth listening session in St. Cloud, MN. 
    (link to transcript)
    ______________________________________________________________________

September 2004 The first meeting of the NAIS Subcommittee of the Secretary’s Advisory Committee on  
    Foreign Animal and Poultry Diseases (FAPD) is held September 8–9 at APHIS   
    Headquarters in Riverdale, MD.  The purpose of the Subcommittee is to provide 
    recommendations to the FAPD Advisory Committee regarding high–level strategies and  
    objectives for the NAIS.  One of the subcommittee’s highest priorities is helping to shape  
    a strategic plan that will guide the overall development and implementation of the NAIS.   
    The NAIS subcommittee is slated to meet approximately four times per year, but 
    members will schedule conference calls to discuss specific issues between the regular  
    meetings.  

    The Subcommittee discusses governance issues relating to the NAIS, an NAIS planning  
    document, the upcoming United States Animal Health Association (USAHA) meeting,  
    and the NAIS outreach plan, among other things.  (link to subcommittee roster)

    On September 10, USDA holds its fourteenth listening session in Clarks Summit, PA.   
    (link to transcript)

    On September 23, APHIS publishes in the Federal Register a notice that it is requesting  
    approval from the Office of Management and Budget to collect information associated  
    with the NAIS cooperative agreements (Premises Identification Numbers, Animal and  
    Group/Lot Identification Numbers, individual animal transaction records, and group/lot  
    movement records).  This type of routine notice is required under the Paperwork   
    Reduction Act of 1995 and will help APHIS evaluate its estimate of the amount of time  
    required to submit information to NAIS (8.4 minutes per response).  The comment 
    period is originally scheduled to close October 4; it is extended to run through 
    October 28.  (link to docket)
    ______________________________________________________________________
 
October 2004  On October 1, APHIS enters into a yearlong agreement with the National Conference of  
    State Legislatures to share information about animal identification and to track related  
    legislative activity.  

    On October 12, USDA transmits to Congress a bill to establish a system for withholding  
    or disclosing information obtained through the NAIS.  Under NAIS, USDA will collect  
    only that information animal health officials would need in order to track infected or 
    possibly exposed animals after a disease has been detected.  Officials would not have  
    access to proprietary production data collected by industry organizations.  If passed into  
    law, this bill would help further assure producers that the information collected will  
    remain confidential.  The language is not introduced during the 108th Congress.



    From October 21 through 27, the 108th Annual Meeting of USAHA and 47th Annual  
    Conference of the American Association of Veterinary Laboratory Diagnosticians take  
    place in Greensboro, NC, at the Joseph S. Koury Convention Center.  

    During the meeting, the USAHA Committee on Livestock Identification hosts an all–day  
    session to discuss animal identification.  APHIS distributes copies of two informational  
    brochures about the NAIS:  “The National Animal Identification System (NAIS):  Why  
    Animal Identification?   Why Now?   What First?” and “Premises Identification:  The First  
    Step Toward a National Animal Identification System.”  (link to outreach materials)
   
    On October 28, USDA announces that an additional $1.5 million is available for NAIS  
    cooperative agreements.  States that applied for funding in July but were not selected at  
    that time are now eligible for a portion of this newly available funding if they meet 
    specified requirements.  (link to press release)
    ______________________________________________________________________

November 2004 On November 4, USDA holds its fifteenth listening session in Kissimmee, FL.  
    (link to transcript)

    On November 8, APHIS recognizes additional numbering systems for the identification  
    of animals, amending the regulations to recognize for official use the 15–character  
    Animal Identification Number, 13–character Group/Lot Identification Number, and 
    7–character Premises Identification Number.  These new numbering systems will be a  
    key element of the NAIS, and the new official animal–numbering system will allow 
    producers to transition into the use of a “one number–one animal” system if they wish to  
    do so.
 
    This interim rule, published in the Federal Register, does not change the requirements  
    defining which animals must be officially identified, nor does it require that producers  
    use the new numbering systems.  The rule merely ensures that the new numbering 
    systems are recognized as official, allowing those who want to use such systems to do  
    so.  (link to November 10 press release and docket)

    The second meeting of the NAIS Subcommittee is held November 17–18 in Kansas  
    City, MO.

    On November 19, APHIS hosts a public meeting in Kansas City, MO, for NAIS 
    stakeholders, geared particularly to those that manufacture or distribute animal 
    identification devices and technologies.  The meeting provides an opportunity for 
    stakeholders to offer comments on the administration of Animal Identification Numbers  
    under the NAIS.  (link to November 5 press release)
    ______________________________________________________________________
 
December 2004 On December 8, the President signs the fiscal year (FY) 2005 Omnibus Appropriations  
    Bill (H.R. 4818) into law.  The 2005 budget provides approximately $33 million for NAIS.   
    (link to USDA Publications:         
    http://www.usda.gov/wps/portal/!ut/p/_s.7_0_A/7_0_1OB?contentidonly=
    true&contentid=OC/Vol63_No6_Article1.xml)

    On December 15, USDA holds its sixteenth listening session in Jackson, TN.  
    (link to transcript)
    ______________________________________________________________________
 
January 2005  On January 25, USDA announces the launch of a new Web site to inform stakeholders  
    about the NAIS.  The Web site, available at http://www.usda.gov/nais, is designed to be  
    a one–stop resource for facts about the NAIS.  (link to press release) 
     ______________________________________________________________________



February 2005  On February 7, Secretary of Agriculture Mike Johanns releases details of President  
    Bush’s FY 2006 USDA budget, which includes funding for continued implementation of  
    the NAIS.  (link to press release)
     ______________________________________________________________________

March 2005  On March 10, an APHIS press release highlights those States that are now offering  
    some form of online premises registration using an approved system.  As of this date,  
    37 States and 5 Tribes are capable of registering premises, although they do not all offer  
    this service over the Internet.  (link to press release)
    ______________________________________________________________________

-    On May 6, USDA publishes a notice document in the Federal Register announcing the  
    availability of a draft strategic plan for the NAIS and a draft NAIS standards document.   
    Public comment is requested.  (link to press release and Federal Register notice)
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